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Arthurian League Conventions 
(to apply for season 2025-2026) 

 

 
1. ATTENDANCE IS REQUIRED AT ALL LEAGUE AGMs AND EGMs 

Being represented at the Arthurian League (AL) ’s AGM and any EGMs is a requirement for every Club. 

a. The FA say by being accepted as a member of an affiliated League, a Club accept it will always arrange to be 

represented at such meetings. 

i. Each AL club is allowed a maximum of two representatives at each such meeting, but only one may vote on 

behalf of their Club if voting is required. 

b. Even if not featured on the agenda for the meeting, important issues and clarifications / decisions can be made 

by the meeting which all Clubs must adopt and observe going forward.   

i. Because your Club is required to attend the meeting, you are deemed to be fully aware of all such 

discussions. 

 

2. TEAMS SELECTING WEEKENDS WHEN THEY DO NOT EXPECT LEAGUE FIXTURES 

Whilst every team cannot be found a fixture every week of the season, almost all teams will find themselves with 

weekends off during the season.  It helps ensure the AL runs most effectively if it does not have to take account of too 

many requests from clubs to have specific weeks off. 

a. Last season the ALMC encountered significant problems working around the weekends that Clubs requested to 

be definitely free of fixtures - not least because some clubs having nominated a particular week then sought to 

change them. 

 

These problems are exacerbated when teams enter more than the recommended number (a maximum of 2) cup 

competitions (playable on a Saturday) then find their availability to play League fixtures is reduced, particularly if they 

progress into the later rounds of such cups. 

 

b. Going forward it is therefore necessary to withdraw this concession when teams exceed this recommended 

number of cup entries, albeit we will still note - and try to accommodate - requests for one weekend a season to 

play games against their school.  

 

Ideally there will be a maximum of one week requested free in each half of the season. 

 

Because of usually better pitch availability, it is hoped that Clubs avoid selecting a weekend in the first 6 weeks of the 

season for such week off requests, unless that is an established traditional date that they have played their schools.   

 

TEAMS SELECTING WEEKENDS WHEN THEY DO NOT EXPECT LEAGUE FIXTURES cont’d 

For 2025-26 season, provided a team has contained their cup entries to just 2 or fewer, they will be able to nominate 

up to two weekends a season (to include any game(s) against their schools) when the AL will aim to ensure they have 

a week free of League fixtures.   

c. This concession (which we do not believe is offered by other AFA Leagues) is primarily designed to 

accommodate Clubs playing matches against their school teams which are seen as important for the long term 

health of the League’s member Clubs and therefore also, the League. 

i. We are aware that a few, already identified Clubs, traditionally play their school team twice a season which 

we accept is a continuing situation - they are expected to use the second option for a free week to 

accommodate such second matches. 

 

When progress in a cup competition mean a team is required to play a cup fixture on the date they have requested be 

left free, you cannot assume the AL will accept a request to change an already nominated weekend off. 
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When requested free weeks fall in the second half of the season, Clubs must recognise that whilst the AL will try to 

honour such commitments (particularly when it involves matches against the school) it must be subject to the team 

concerned having already made sufficient progress with their League fixture programme. 

 

Please do not arrange fixtures against the school / request weekends off on weeks that you know you have a potential 

cup commitment ( for instance both the League’s own cup finals and the Arthur Dunn Cup final (a separate 

competition not organised by the ALMC) usually take place on a weekend towards the end of April.  

d. As the date is still subject to confirmation, please for the time being at least keep 18 and 25 April 2026 free for 

that purpose. 

i. By entering a cup competition you effectively confirm that you will be available to play should you reach the 

final, whatever day is set by that cup competition’s organisers (as finding suitable neutral grounds is not 

always easy).  

 

3. CHANGES TO A CLUB’S HOME PITCH 

Any Club wishing to nominate a change to its home pitch must be approved by the Arthurian League’s Management 

Committee (ALMC) before a Club commits to taking it on.   

 

The AL’s Hon. Secretary must be advised of all proposed changes to home pitches with due time available to enable 

to all necessary assessments. 

 

4. THE BENEFIT OF SETTING A SEASON LONG DEFAULT KICK OFF TIME 

Clubs are required to set a default kick-off time (that the ALMC confirms is acceptable)  for their home AL divisional 

matches. 

 

The AL has found that fixed kick off times help towards providing a well-planned fixture list that in turn helps Clubs 

prepare and plan their player availability.  

 

a. Clubs should not seek to change this default time during the season (except to bring the time forward to ensure 

sufficient daylight is available to complete the game). 

i. In case of difficulty – e.g. with a school ground or ground owner requiring that a default time must be 

changed for a future week (arising perhaps from a Safeguarding or school use of the pitches) – guidance 

should be sought from the AL’s Hon Secretary as soon as the problem becomes apparent. 

b. Particularly when several teams share a pitch, AL officers may ask that a team’s default kick-off time is changed 

to ensure we make best use of pitches available so the maximum number of games can be played each week, to 

keep things on track. 

ii. If a Club feels there is a truly exceptional need to change the default kick-off time for a forthcoming match, 

this is usually ascertainable well in advance so, more than a whole week ahead of the scheduled fixture date, 

the AL’s Hon Match Secretary should be advised of the reasons for making such a request, so it can be duly 

considered. 

1. Ideally, already any appointed match officials and opponents should have been consulted and 

confirmed they would accept the time change. 

c. NB Changes to the default kick off time may be required for cup games by that cup competition’s managing 

committee. 

iii. In many cup matches there is a potential requirement to have sufficient time for extra time and penalties 

when the rules of that competition dictate the tie must be decided on the day. 

1. Competitions outside the Arthurian League may also have their own requirements for kick-off times 

which must be observed (eg fixed 2PM) if a Club cannot negotiate a different kick off time with the 

competition’s organisers.  You need to agree that flexibility with the ground owners or have an 

alternative pitch available to accommodate a match at a different time.  

 

5. WHEN BAD WEATHER FORECASTS THREATEN TO DISRUPT SCHEDULED MATCHES 

When bad weather is likely to affect pitch availability the ALMC may intervene to request teams use pitches that are 

more certain of being available to keep matches being played.   

 

WHEN BAD WEATHER FORECASTS THREATEN TO DISRUPT SCHEDULED MATCHES cont’d 

a. This may mean a change at relatively short notice (but by keeping abreast of relevant weather forecasts Clubs 

can easily anticipate when this might become an issue) so the League might ask a team to play at an alternative 

venue and at a different kick off time.   
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i. Both teams involved in the fixture are expected to fully co-operate in such circumstances and accept that a 

change by up to 2 hours (earlier or later from the originally posted kick off time (and taking into account 

travelling time between any changed venues) is reasonable, so continue to play the match involved. 

 

6. NEED TO REGISTER ALL PLAYERS PLAYING IN AN ARTHURIAN LEAGUE MATCH 

All players playing for an Arthurian League Club must be registered as playing for that Club using the Club Portal on 

the appropriate FA system. 

 

7. RECOGNISING WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO PLAY IN ARTHURIAN LEAGUE MATCHES 

Only players who are eligible to play for a particular Club (according to the Arthurian League’s definition of eligibility) 

can play in Arthurian League matches. 

a. Players will normally be former pupils of the school they represent. 

b. Current pupils of the school may also be picked  

i. Whether a former or current pupil they must always be over the age of 16 (on the day they play) and if under 

the age of 18, the Club they represent  must fully satisfy all of The FA’s relevant Safeguarding Requirements 

 

The Arthurian League defines a former pupil as one that attended the main school for at least 6 terms as either a 

secondary (ie aged 11 or more) or 6th form pupil.   

 

c. It is recognised that this definition excludes people who attended a preparatory or other affiliated school 

(including international versions) associated with the parent school.  That is what the membership of the League 

agreed when consulted on this issue in the past. 

 

It is expected that when someone meets the “minimum length of time a pupil” qualification at two or more 

represented schools that they will make a “once in a lifetime” choice to play for one of those schools only for 

evermore. 

d. If there are truly exceptional reasons for someone seeking to switch between two Clubs playing in the Arthurian 

League then application can be made to the League Management Committee who will consider the situation and 

provide guidance. 

e. If exceptionally a transfer between Clubs is allowed in such circumstances, it can only take place during the 

close period between seasons. 

 

8. THE PENALTIES FOR FIELDING INELIGIBLE PLAYERS IN ARTHURIAN LEAGUE MATCHES 

If a Club is found to have fielded an ineligible player then they will have 6 points deducted from their League record 

for the season for each and every League game in which the ineligible player played. 

a. If the team fielding an ineligible player won any points from a match in which the ineligible player played, all the 

points gained will automatically be removed from that team’s record and normally the match will be re-

scheduled to be played 

i. In these circumstances the ALMC may decide that the re-scheduled match is to be played away at the 

opponents’ home ground and / or the costs incurred by the “not at-fault” team are claimable from the “at-

fault” team. 

ii. The “at-fault” team may also be fined for this failure and warned about their future conduct to the extent that 

if this failure is repeated the team could be expelled from the AL. 

 

The League reserves the right to undertake spot-checks regarding player’s eligibility throughout the season. 

 

If an ineligible player played in a cup game and the “at-fault” team won then the result will be declared as a win for the 

opponents and if practical the “at-fault” team’s latest opponents in that competition reinstated. 

 

9. LATEST TIME BY WHICH MATCH DETAILS MUST BE CONFIRMED 

The home side must contact the opposition (and appointed match officials) before 6pm of the Monday before the 

game to confirm the relevant details - including the shirt colours that will be worn.  

 

It is recognised that sometimes the referee appointment may not be made (or is altered) later in the week than the 

Monday.   

a. In that case the home team must confirm the new appointment to the match official concerned without delay (ie 

before 9pm in the evening of the day the advice of appointment is received, at the latest).  

 

x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/861
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Just sending electronic messages does not constitute confirmation until an acknowledging response has been 

received from all match officials and the opposition. 

 

10. WHO CHANGES COLOURS IN THE EVENT OF A COLOUR CLASH? 

In the case of a “colour clash” (and remember in the event this has not been resolved earlier in the week - this can 

depend upon the referee’s opinion on the day) the home team is the one required to change their shirts to 

something suitably different. 

 

11. REQUIREMENT OF HOME TEAM TO PROVIDE POST MATCH REFRESHMENTS 

Throughout the AFA, home teams should offer suitable post-match refreshments to the match officials and travelling 

opponents - the travelling team are expected to partake. 

 

12. AWAY TEAMS ARE NORMALLY OBLIGED TO ATTEND POST MATCH REFRESHMENTS 

If exceptionally an away team are aware that they will not be able to partake (either all the team or just a reduced 

number) it is expected that will be courteous enough to advise their hosts in advance to avoid costs providing wasted 

refreshments. 

 

13. FAILING TO PLAY AN ALLOCATED ARTHURIAN LEAGUE FIXTURE 

When a team fails to fulfil a divisional League fixture – due to not having enough players available - the game will 

be rescheduled for later in the season if it can be accommodated within the normal playing season.  

Sometimes when gaps are in both teams schedules shortly after the originally scheduled date the match can be 

rescheduled soon after the failure – it will not automatically be deferred to the end of the season! 

a. Teams crying off must expect 3 divisional points will be deducted from the team adjudged to be “at fault”  

b. In addition, they will also be liable to reimburse the other team’s reasonable expenses (that they claim):  

i. pitch hire (up to a maximum of £200) 

ii. referees and other match appointed officials’ fees – (if such inconvenienced officials cannot be found a 

replacement game). 

1. The home team is normally expected to pay the match officials’ fees promptly (not wait for the “at-fault” 

team to do so) 

2. Some referees cover two (or more) appointments each Saturday, so even if they have a second match 

(at a different time) it does not mean their fee for the match not played is not payable. 

iii. Reasonable match related expenses of the “not at fault” team and match officials 

1. in the case of a last minute cancellation - when the opponents / match officials have already travelled, 

their reasonable travel expenses    

2. Reasonable expenses incurred for post-match refreshments – if the notice of the need to cancel is 

received too late (say after noon on the Thursday before a Saturday match) to avoid incurring the 

expense  

c.  The “at fault” team is also liable to be fined for such failures.  

 

FAILING TO PLAY AN ALLOCATED ARTHURIAN LEAGUE FIXTURE cont’d 

For 2025-26 it is felt Clubs need to be reminded how disruptive such failures can be to the good order of the League.  

Whilst some leeway might be allowed for the lower teams of multi-team Clubs, when a Club cries off for lack of 

players more than twice in a season their continued membership of the League will obviously be reviewed and the 

ALMC will require assurances about their ability to find sufficient numbers to prevent this being a problem in the 

future. 

d. An additional sanction is being introduced now for the ALMC to review all such cry-offs and if it is felt any 

promotion gained by a team that has used crying off to avoid playing a game when they would have been 

weaker than normal, may well be refused. 

e. When a team cries off more than twice in a season the ALMC may decide it is appropriate to relegate that team 

to a lower Division at the end of that season even if they do not finish in the automatic relegation places. 

 

14. WHEN A CLUB IS SHORT OF PLAYERS – WHICH MATCH MUST BE CALLED OFF 

Perhaps surprisingly, The FA’s view is that someone who has played for a Club’s higher team in a season should not 

be allowed to play for a lower team in an important (to either team that is involved) match – say an end of season 

promotion / relegation decider.  (Whether or not a match is important is in itself a nightmare to determine) 

a. From an AL point of view, we expect multi-team clubs to select their teams from week to week based upon what 

is referred to as “sectional strength”. 

b. Clubs must select their best available team as their highest team for that week. 



5 

 

i. If you are ever short of players, to the extent that a match has to be called off, then (regardless of which team 

the players who are missing normally play for) it is always the Club’s lowest numbered team’s fixture that 

must be cancelled first, so their players step up to fill the gaps in higher teams. 

ii. Such decisions can never be made about which of a Club’s teams are playing at home and which are 

travelling that day. 

1. If you encounter this situation when a lower team’s cup match is involved, you should first refer to the 

AL’s Hon Fixture Secretary for guidance as very occasionally there might be exceptional circumstances 

that lead to a different instruction being given.  

iii. If (unless otherwise instructed by the AL’s Hon Fixture Secretary) you cancel a higher team and play a lower 

team’s fixture, the lower team’s result will be voided.  

iv. When from time to time a player is selected to replace a player who has been playing in a higher team, the 

de-selected player should only ever drop down a maximum of one team. 

 

15. REARRANGEMENT OF MATCHES FOLLOWING A TEAM BEING SHORT OF PLAYERS 

If a fixture cannot be rearranged, within the normal playing season, the match will normally be awarded to the “not at-

fault” team.  

 

This assumes the ALMC are satisfied that the “not at-fault” team / club have been sufficiently helpful in trying to 

rearrange the match.  

a. In that case 3 points, but without any change to goal difference, will be awarded to the “not at-fault” team.  

i. The FA never permit Leagues to change goal difference in awarded matches. 

b. In exceptional circumstances the ALMC may decide that 1 point (as though the match had been played and a 0 

– 0 draw) for each team is more appropriate  

i. this is likely to happen when the same two teams have each been the “at fault” team for another lost fixture 

between the two teams during the season). 

c. If a “not at fault” team is adjudged to be insufficiently helpful in restaging the fixture then the ALMC may decide 

the most equitable result for the whole division is to Void the match altogether so neither team gains any points 

 

16. WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A CLUB FAIL TO FIELD A TEAM IN AN AL CUP COMPETITION? 

When a team fails to fulfil a fixture in an AL cup competition (due to lack of sufficient players) the game will normally 

be awarded to the team that was not “at fault”.   

 

In truly exceptional circumstances the League Management Committee may order that the game is still to be played. 

a. The position re the expenses due to be reimbursed by the “at fault” team remain as stated in Convention 13 

above, including that the “at fault” team may be fined.  

 

17. WHEN THE LEAGUE IS UNABLE TO APPOINT A REFEREE FOR A MATCH  

If the League gives advance notice it is unable to provide an AL appointed referee for a match, it becomes the home 

team’s responsibility to source one.  If the home team cannot provide a referee and no alternative arrangements are 

possible then one of the players from the home team must act as the referee for the match even if this reduces the 

home team to below 11 players. 

 

This referee has all the powers that an appointed referee would have had. 

a. Importantly – per the FA again – such player will not be able to participate in the match as a player whilst acting 

as referee. 

i. Teams should always have a whistle available amongst them for this eventuality. 

1. With the away team’s agreement, the player nominated as referee can be changed for another player 

(or maybe someone who is not playing who becomes available) during the match at a suitable break in 

play. 

 

18. WHEN A MATCH OFFICIAL FAILS TO APPEAR ON THE DAY OF THE MATCH 

If the appointed referee does appear for the fixture, for whatever reason, it remains the responsibility of the home club 

to attempt to source one, perhaps from amongst their spectators / substitutes. The away team can also be 

approached (and it is hoped they will help out in such circumstances, if they reasonably can). 

 

There is no option to agree to play a friendly game because the referee did not appear (and for it not to be 

counted as a League game) if that is tried, both sides must expect to be adjudged to have been “at-fault” for not 

playing the match.  
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The home team then becomes responsible for providing someone to referee the match even if this reduces the home 

team to below 11 players.  

 

This referee has all the powers that the appointed referee would have had.  

  

19. USE OF SUBSTITUTES 

The Cup competitions run by the AL (and also the Arthur Dunn Cup) have their own distinct rules about the number 

of and use of substitutes (whether rolling or not) in their competitions 

a. In AL divisional matches each team is permitted to nominate and use up to 3 substitutes  

b. Up to and including the semi-finals of the AL’s Junior League cup and David Woolcott Trophy the same applies   

i. When both teams involved agree, the number of substitutes that can be nominated for an AL cup final may 

be increased to up to 5 players from which a maximum of 3 can be used on a rolling substitute basis 

c. In Derrik Moore Veterans cup competitions up to 5 substitutes can be nominated and used on a rolling 

substitute basis 

 

20. HITHERTO REGULAR HIGHER TEAM PLAYERS PLAYING FOR LOWER TEAMS  

When exceptionally a higher team does not have a match for that week, it is not expected that the higher team’s 

players will play for a Club’s lower teams. 

a. You should be aware that The FA expect people to be almost permanently tied to the highest team they have 

played for in a season, we want to be more practical. 

i. What if a player is returning from injury and needs a testing run out? 

1. The FA seem to expect that to be accommodated within the substitutes for the higher team rather than 

playing for a lower team. 

 

HITHERTO REGULAR HIGHER TEAM PLAYERS PLAYING FOR LOWER TEAMS cont’d 

2. You might also be surprised to hear that The FA expect, if a player has played for a higher team in a 

cup match during a season, they should not be selected to play for a lower team in a lower section of 

the same cup in that same season (ie if they played for a first team in the AFA Senior Cup they cannot 

then play for the Second team in the AFA Intermediate Cup) even if they were only filling a one week 

gap when they played for the higher team.  

 

It is understood the definition of a “regular player for a particular team is not always easily defined.   

b. The AL will look at the number of games the player involved has played for the team out of the total number of 

games (both cup and league divisional matches) the team has played that season 

i. Very rarely is a first team captain, top goalscorer or regular first team player is likely to be adjudged to be 

eligible to play down in such circumstances  

Clubs that are alleged to have contravened this understanding are likely to be asked to name the team that 

would have been available and played had the higher team had a game that day. 

If not already recorded on the relevant FA system, historic team sheets (of the players actually played in 

each match of both the affected teams) may also be required by the ALMC so it can see if a player does in 

fact regularly play for a higher team / usually plays for a lower team.  

c. This Convention is not intended to encourage Clubs to generate a series of such complaints.  However, when 

such a complaint is received, it is incumbent upon the  ALMC to investigate appropriately. 

i. It is likely that in such instances the ALMC will expect to involve members of the results / tables committee 

from Clubs not involved in the match / division to ensure any sanctions determined to be imposed are 

generally recognised as being reasonable. 

 

21. PROBLEMS WITH THE APPLICATION OF THESE CONVENTIONS 

If any club is unhappy with the application of these Conventions and it affects the league tables with points then the 

club must contact the AL’s Hon Secretary by 6.00pm on the Monday following the relevant Saturday matchday in 

order for him to seek opinion from the ALMC and the results/league tables committee, so a prompt decision can be 

made on the way forward 


